
Contents
CARITAS - in the service of love ............................................................................................................................................................................... 2

Foreword .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 3

Caritas Centre Iași 

“St. Joseph” Placement Centre ............................................................................................................................................................................. 4

“Don Bosco” Resource Centre for Children And Youth ........................................................................................................................... 6

Family Resource Centre ........................................................................................................................................................................................... 8

Centre For Social And Professional Insertion Of Young People In Diffculty .............................................................................. 10

Anti-Drug Prevention, Evaluation and Counseling Office ................................................................................................................... 12

The Home Care Service Program ...................................................................................................................................................................... 14

Resource Centre for Persons with Disabilities ............................................................................................................................................ 16

Interventions in Emergency Situations and Natural Disasters  ........................................................................................................ 18

Volunteering ................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 20

Fundraising Activities   ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 22

Social Inclusion Network in the Labour Market ....................................................................................................................................... 24

Partners, Collaborators, Donors and Sponsors ......................................................................................................................................... 26

Economical and Financial Aspects .................................................................................................................................................................. 28

Contact Data ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 29

Caritas Association Bacău ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 30

Caritas Association Roman ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 35



CARItAs - In tHe seRVICe oF LoVe
We have again in our hands the annual report of Caritas Centre Iași for 2012. It is again 
a time for retrospect. 2012 was a year in which the Diocesan Caritas Iași performed, as 
usual, many social interventions, and this can be noticed just by the simple browsing of the 
report. This is very encouraging for us, because it shows the vitality of a diocesan body, 
called to be diakonia of charity through the variety of services provided and the activities 
performed by the three Centres (Iași, Roman, Bacău) and the objectives achieved, while 
the most important is the „Social Inclusion Network in the Labour Market”.

While reading this report, you can actually meet all people who wanted to share their 
expertise, professionalism, money as offer or their own time as a volunteers for the sake 
of the neighbours in need throughout 2012. How nice it is then to discover the image or 
polychrome figure of the Good Samaritan in the individuals engaged in all activities promoted 
and supported by Caritas! For the synonym for Caritas is love.

„Caritas” employees and volunteers seek daily to witness this love by acting with „heart and 
competence”, while accepting the neighbor as he is, while meeting people with respect and 
seriousness. And again, testimony to the commitment are the services described in this 
annual report, with many achievements, initiatives, programs, and ... many beneficiaries, 
including all categories of people. Even the family is among the beneficiaries, through the 
„Family Resource Centre” in line with the diocesan pastoral plan which has focused on 
family in these crisis years.

We need to know that every Diocesan Caritas mission is to foster the Christian community 
for a conscious and responsible assumption of people in economic, moral and relational 
difficulty. Caritas shows solidarity and closeness to the poor and needy, in order to help them 
go through the rough road of life, often due to social economic or relational causes. The red 
thread of all interventions performed by Caritas Diocesan Centre and its two subsidiaries, 
Roman and Bacau, the spirit of charity: working quietly, in the background of many events, 
without much publicity, giving time and attention, but especially offering heart ...

Our Bishop Petru and I congratulate the directors of Caritas Diocesan from all three Centres 
and all employees, volunteers and supporters of their projects. Due to the solidarity and 
generosity of so many people beautiful initiatives were possible. We express our thanks 
and give our blessings to all of them, and wish them a tireless commitment in the „service 
of charity”.

 Auxiliary bishop Aurel PERCĂ



This booklet, suggestively called activity report is intended to be an ID of the Caritas 
Diocesan Centre Iași, of what our organization intends to be. It is not new that every year 
that emerges on the horizon in the society brings new challenges, often unexpected and 
unforeseen ones. So was the year 2012, which we describe here, a year of uncertainty 
and expectations, often due to the rapid changes in terms of legislation affecting the social 
situation of our beneficiaries; but it was also a year of hope, in which we strived to maintain 
stability in the traditional social projects undertaken by our organization over time.

In this regard, whenever necessary, all of us, employees, partners, volunteers and 
beneficiaries closed ranks in an effort to find new solutions to carry on the same standard 
of Christian charity and solidarity, the principles which have guided Caritas Diocesan Centre 
since its foundation. Therefore we could not overlook our priorities and opportunities that 
our society offers, taking into account the identity and strategy of Caritas, as an association 
of the Catholic Church, with public utility status.

Watchwords of 2012 were education, training, social integration, eradication of social 
dependence. This was the social target that we set, given that we live in a European country 
which seeks necessary high standards of quality and professionalism. 

With this thought we have strengthened strategic partnerships with consecrated collaborators 
and funders of the association, with confidence in the project „Network of social inclusion in 
the labor market”. This project financed by European funds, ongoing until December 2013, 
is thought to be a binder among the priorities of Caritas Diocesan Centre Iași.

In the European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations we were actively 
involved in deepening the two concepts through training sessions and activities specific to 
these areas, in order to develop local initiatives, which will be found among the activities 
of each program or Centre.

We thank all those involved in the activities Caritas Diocesan Centre Iaşi, all national and 
international partners, collaborators, sponsors and volunteers, and especially the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Iași, priests, parishioners and consecrated persons, as well as all 
benefactors for their support and trust.

General director,         Executive director,
Fr. Egidiu Condac           Fr. Marius Adam

FoReWoRD



„st. JosePH” 
PLACeMent CentRe

The beneficiaries of „St. Joseph” Placement Centre are children with one or both 
parents deceased, or coming from families with a particularly difficult social situation. 
The Centre offers beneficiaries a protective environment, educational support, and 
the individual right to physical, mental, moral and intellectual development.
The Centre offers family centred services and is now functioning according to 
personlized projects, based on the assessment of the specific needs of every child 
and young person, considered as unique and complex individuals, with their own 
identity and history.

The activities of the Placement Centre are structured as follows:
Preparatory activities for the lessons - the teacher organizes and participates directly 
in the preparation of lessons, explains and deepens various subjects which were 
not understood at school. To this end, he/she cooperates with a team of volunteers, 
students or professionals. In 2012 two beneficiaries graduated high school and 
starting from this fall, one of them is student at the Faculty of Geography.

Social, cultural and recreational activities – by attending public schools in Iași, the 
beneficiaries of the Centre are involved with their peers in extracurricular activities 
organized by schools.
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“Spring Caravan for our Grandparents” – during the European 
Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations, the 
beneficiaries of the Placement Centre offered handmade cards, 
charms and lilies to the seniors of the Home Care Service on the 
occasion of March 8, when Mother’s Day was celebrated.

Trip to Bucovina area. In order to familiarize the beneficiaries of 
the Placement Centre with the touristic objectives of the area and 
it historic importance we organized a trip to Bucovina.

During summer vacation a short trip to the seaside was organized, 
supported by benefactors, who wanted to bring smile on children’s 
faces.

The beneficiaries also participated to the World Day of Seniors, in 
October, in collaboration with the staff of the Home Care program.

A painting workshop was also organized in which beneficiaries 
were able to acquire or develop artistic skills, which help them 
shape their personalities.

In November we organized a workshop for manufacturing greeting 
cards, in which the beneficiaries of the Centre met several times 
and learned to create postcards for Christmas.

“St. Joseph” Placement Centre organised in 2012 various activities 
aimed to encourage social responsibility and human resources in 
general.
Thus, this year the children and sisters attended three Masses, 
which were broadcast at Radio Iași, for which purpose, Fr. Egidiu 
was in charge of the formation of a liturgical choir to interpret the 
songs.
Also, the beneficiaries participated to the Mass in the sanctuary 
of Cacica, which was also broadcast live on Radio Iași in May. 
Liturgical hymns were sung together with the local choir on the 
occasion of the Day of the Sick.

In order to preserve and stimulate the responsibility of the children’s 
families, every holiday our beneficiaries go to their own family or 
extended family’s houses.
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„Don BosCo” ResoURCe CentRe 
FoR CHILDRen AnD YoUtH

The program aims to provide social and educational support for young students, who 
come from socially disadvantaged families in crisis due to lack of material means or 
of social, emotional origin, who have difficulty in assimilating the school subjects.

The main objectives of the project are:
- to prevent school dropout among young students from disadvantaged families
- Ito improve self-esteem and increase social integration
- to train volunteers in the social and educational field
- to organise events and camps for children

Provided services:
- guidance, counseling and educational assistance aimed to prevent early school 

dropout (for people at risk of early school dropout and their families)
- educational sport for each child
- festivals and events for children
- moral and psychological support through personal development groups for children 

and parents.

6



In 2012, “Don Bosco” included 65 direct beneficiaries, over 300 
indirect beneficiaries and 50 volunteers.

“Children, citizens of the world” campus
The campus was organised in collaboration with the Issaberi 
Association from France, funded by Claus Winter, and was 
attended by 65 children, beneficiaries from Iași and Buruienesti, 
12 Romanian volunteers and French 12 volunteers. The campus 
took place in Slănic Moldova rest house. Even if it was their first 
experience in a mountain area, they enjoyed the nature and the 
activities, and for us, the employees of “Don Bosco” program it was 
a pleasant surprise because we achieved great results.

“Little Prince World” Campus 
The employees of “Don Bosco” program together with 30 
volunteers performed educational activities for 100 children from 
Rotunda village, in Neamț county.

“A flower for a smile”
On 1st March we wanted to bring a touch of spring to 40 women 
in Buruienesti village, who suffer due to illness or old age. We 
comforted their loneliness through songs, poems and flowers, 
to remind them of their childhood and youth and help them 
understand that they were not forgotten. For the children it was a 
new experience to see the women’s faces marked by tears of joy 
for the unexpected visit.

1st June 
International Children’s Day did not go unnoticed this year at 
“Don Bosco” Centre either. On this occasion the central courtyard 
was filled with rainbow colors for a few hours, both children and 
volunteers were transported into a world of fairy tales with happy 
endings. The children were offered many surprises and contests, 
and the characters they embodied found leading places in best 
costume contests. The competitions also had an important role 
and smiles escorted the cheerful convoy throughout the day.
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FAMILY ResoURCe CentRe

The Family Resource Centre is a program which aims to reduce the number of disadvantaged 
individuals and families by developing projects and providing social assistance tailored to 
their needs.

The purpose of the program: to accompany individuals in a difficult period of life (poverty, 
marginalization) until they overcome progressively the causes that brought them in the 
situation to seek help, and to engage also the society in this endeavor to support such 
individuals.

Objectives 
- to identify urgent and latent needs in the area by providing individuals and families in need 
the opportunity to be understood and heard.
- to stimulate, empower, recognize and support the rights of people in need through individual 
aid projects aimed at acknowledging human uniqueness and dignity.
- to foster a model of solidarity between the people in the community by organizing training 
courses for adults in need.
- to develop strong links of cooperation both among internal networks and international 
networks.
- to welcome, listen and guide people in difficulty according to their needs.
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A special march for 8th March
Together with association “First Step” we prepared a special 
moment for 11 mothers benefiting from these projects on 8th March. 
The purpose of this meeting was to offer a unique marches to 
these mothers. During the activity an experienced French volunteer 
spoke about the role of the mother in the upbringing and education 
of children.

Live your own life responsibly!
On 5th April 2012 we organised a personal development training 
session for 18 people in difficulty beneficiaries of our project. 
During the training session called “Live your own life responsibly” 
the participants were able to realize that the love for our own life, 
accompanied by a strong sense of personal worth and responsibility 
for our future strengthens the personality of each of us.

Family Day
Family Day, celebrated internationally on 15th May was also 
honoured through an activity dedicated to the families of our 
beneficiaries.  The purpose of the activity was to celebrate Family 
Day through relaxing moments in which attending parents forgot for 
a shot period about their daily worries and became more aware of 
the mission and obligations they have to fulfill in their own families. 
The subject of the meeting was “Family - climate of harmony and 
communion”, through which we outlined the fundamental values 
that allow every parent to live with commitment to family life.

Information seminar 
Active methods of searching and finding a job
On 8th December 2012, an information seminar took place in the 
Family Resource Centre for 9 people who were looking for a job. 
During the seminar, several topics were discussed: positive aspects 
of work, sources of information on job vacancies, a database of 
potential employers, rules of presentation and preparation of 
European CV for each participant.
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CentRe FoR soCIAL AnD 
PRoFessIonAL InseRtIon 

oF YoUnG PeoPLe In DIFFCULtY

The “Centre for Social and Professional Insertion of Young People in Difficulty” was founded in 
2002 and addresses young people with a low level of education and a critical family environ-
ment (alcoholic parents, one parent families or numerous families, poor financial situation).

The project aims at the social and professional integration of young people at risk. The bene-
ficiaries of this project are young people leaving orphanages due to the coming of age (18 
years old), young people with a poor educational level and critical family situation (alcoho-
lic parents, single parents and large families).

Services offered:
- qualification of young people in the field of woodcraft, ending with a diploma certified by 
the Ministry of Labour;
- inclusion and placement on the labor market;
- raising the awareness of the young people towards their value, independence and identifi-
cation of their own path in life through training, informing and independent life skills seminars. 
- 6-month monitoring of beneficiaries after the project ends
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Renovation of workshop
This summer our young people wanted to give more color to 
Bârnova workshop so they started to clean all the rooms, to 
recondition doors, to paint chairs and woodwork.

Qualification 
In December 2011, 11 young people completed the training courses 
and after new assessments other 24 young people were included 
in the social-professional insertion program, in two series, from 
January to July 2012. After completing the course, the youth attend 
the final examination in front of an external authorized committee 
and then they receive certificates which could enable them to get 
a job.

Social-professional counseling 
During courses the youth were supported to identify their own 
skills and abilities, to become aware of their personal limitations, 
of their knowledge, some of them were even offered specialized 
counseling. Training activities were conducted to assist them in 
the preparation and submission of a CV, in contacting companies 
that have vacancies in carpentry, interview presentation, in support 
for test work.

Integration in the labour market 
The youth is monitored for a period of 6 months from the completion 
of the courses, during which they are supported and directed to 
find a job and an accommodation, for those who need and can 
afford it from their own salary. The project team was able to hire 
4 youth with employment contract, while others were encouraged 
to look for more employers or other training sessions.

Training seminars
Training and life skills seminars are core activities of the program. 
Volunteers who university students who attend various social 
studies prepare topics of interest to young people, which they 
then present accessible and attractive forms: the effects of drug 
consumption, offenses and crimes, the use of modern technology, 
ways of preparing a CV, how to introduce oneself in front of an 
employer.
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AntI-DRUG PReVentIon, 
eVALUAtIon AnD CoUnseLInG 

oFFICe
The anti-drug program is part of an anti- drug network which belongs to Caritas Confederation 
Romania and has been operating in Iași since 1st November 2006.

Target group:
- young people aged between 12 and 26 from community institutions, correctional 
environment;
 - alcohol, tobacco and other drugs addicts; 
- youth at risk of narcotic drugs consumption in schools, colleges and universities;
- Families affected by psychoactive substance use.

Objectives:
- to implement prevention and counseling programs for young people;
- to raise awareness about the social implications of the use of psychoactive substances;
- to involve local and national social actors in the prevention and free time programs.
“Anti-drug counseling”
Counseling services were offered within two programs:
• Individual psychological counseling;
• Group counseling.
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In 2012, two illegal drug users and a person affected by the alcohol 
addiction of one of the parents were offered individual psychosocial 
counseling services.

The group counseling program included social life skills 
development activities for nine young legal and illegal drug users 
from Iași.

„Volunteering”
The anti-drug service recruited, trained and involved eight 
volunteers, two of whom are former users of illegal drugs.

„Information and Drug Prevention”
Several activities were conducted to raise public awareness about 
the harmful effects of smoking during „World Anti Tobacco Day”. On 
Thursday, 30th May, 2012, a workshop on the risks and negative 
effects of smoking took place in the After Curative Care Centre 
of „Alcoholics in Recovery Clubs from Romania” (ACAR) of „Don 
Orione” Monastery in Iași. The event occurred during „World Anti 
Tobacco Day” which is celebrated every year through awareness 
and prevention of tobacco use campaigns.

3 information seminars were held for young participants in the 
„National Meeting of Young Catholics”.

Research and Identification of Intervention in the Anti-Drug 
Field
The employees of the Anti-Drog Office drew up a funding proposal 
for the „Swiss-Romanian Cooperation Programme”. in partnership 
with the Ministry of Justice, represented by the Probation Service 
of Iași Court and the Association Catalizator. The proposal was 
based on the research work undertaken in the first half of the year, 
on the direct services offered to beneficiaries and on he research 
on drug use among high school students conducted in 2012 by 
the Anti-Drug Office.
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tHe HoMe CARe seRVICe 
PRoGRAM

The program aims to offer social assistance and medical home care to individuals who are 
confined to bed or at home due to their physical and/or mental condition.
In the context of the social-economic transition and health reform in our country, this program 
seeks to improve the home care services offered to the population by:
- providing social-medical assistance at home for persons confined to bed or at home;
- increasing the integration and social participation of persons confined to bed or at home;
- decreasing the burden for families caring for persons confined to bed or at home;
- Providing access to information on the rights of persons confined to bed or to their home 
and their carers;
- improving the theoretical and practical knowledge of the carers, volunteers and staff 
involved in home care;
- creating an organized and professionally supervised framework for volunteer work;
- involving community and local government responsibility in this type of activity.

14



2012 - European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between 
Generations

In this context, the activities organized this year included both 
the active involvement of beneficiaries and their networking with 
younger generations, by involving volunteers. The beneficiaries 
were able to overcome moments of loneliness and feelings of 
worthlessness by participating to social activities and support 
groups through volunteering, and participating to various local 
events.

Photo exhibition “charity - solidarity between the generations”
The series of special events dedicated to the beneficiaries of the 
“Home Care Service Program” started this year in January with 
a photo exhibition, aimed to point out once again the importance 
of the collaboration between generations, through the experience 
and availability of older people to support the vitality of younger 
generations. The event was organized as part of the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity, in collaboration with “Solidarity 
and Hope” Foundation of Moldova and Bucovina Diocese, an 
organization that is actively involved in home care for the elderly, 
similar to the program run by Caritas.

Special visits on the eve of feasts
At Easter, on 8th March and during the Christmas holidays, the 
employees of Home Care Office, accompanied by volunteers 
visited the beneficiaries in a festive manner, and brought them joy 
for these special moments.

Lent Collection
Many thanks to the Roman Catholic parishes of the Diocese of Iaşi 
for the collection of the second Sunday of Lent, a special collection 
which supports the elderly, confined at home, assisted through our 
“Home Care Service”.

Pilgrimage of the sick to Cacica
On 12th May 2012, Caritas Iași Diocesan Centre organized the 
fifth edition of the pilgrimage of the sick to Cacica Sanctuary. The 
pilgrimage was performed in collaboration with the Health Care 
Office of the Diocese of Iaşi, and the Roman Catholic parishes of 
our diocese. The event marked the World Day of the Sick, and 
was attended by more than 800 elderly and beneficiaries of home 
care services.

Training sessions for employees
The subjects addressed in the course of Luncani were mainly 
practical, aiming to develop working skills with beneficiaries 
confined to bed.

World Day of Seniors
World Day of Seniors was celebrated this year in all communities 
where there are home care Centres. Thus, in cooperation 
with the Roman Catholic parishes and other Associations and 
Congregations, as well as with numerous volunteers, on 1st 
October, several events were organized which aimed at raising 
the awareness of the community on the old age and its problems.
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ResoURCe CentRe FoR 
PeRsons WItH DIsABILItIes

Our mission is to help improve the lives of people with disabilities by working with and for 
them and their communities, focusing on their needs and facilitating stakeholder collaboration, 
so that people with disabilities should have a better life, integrate into society and be offered 
equal opportunities.
The project aims to improve the living conditions and opportunities for therapeutic treatment 
of persons with disabilities.

Services offered:
- Information and advice
- Promoting the interests of people with disabilities and lobby
- Integration of persons with disabilities
- Providing physical recovery services
- Organizing and conducting support groups
- Education / training
- Volunteering
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“The development of social economy for people with physical 
disabilities”
The project was developed by Motivation Romania Foundation in 
partnership with the Caritas Diocesan Centre Iași. The project was 
financially supported by the European Union for a period of three years. 
The main objective was the social economic development of people 
with physical disabilities, in order to increase the personal mobility and 
improve their social integration and employment rate.

The project included 2 activities for persons with disabilities and 
professionals who work with them:
- the closing conference of the project took place on 11th June 2012 at 
Hotel Ibis Parliament from Bucharest. The purpose of the conference 
was to present the project results regarding the independent living skills 
of disabled people.
- exchange of good practices - The agenda of the workshop included 
a presentation of the projects developed by Caritas Diocesan Centre 
in Iași, Bacau and Roman followed by visits to project locations.

Physical Therapy Services at Home
The project, in partnership with Faculty of Physical Education and Sport, 
Kinetotherapy and Special Motricity department within “Al. I. Cuza Iași” 
University was to provide physical therapy services for people with 
disabilities, performed by final year and MA students, supervised by 
a specialist in the field. The physical therapy services were aimed at 
improving the neuromotor functions and general health of individuals 
with disabilities.

Chess competition for people with disabilities
3rd December, the World Day of Persons with Disabilities was 
celebrated through events aimed at raising the awareness of the 
population towards the difficulties faced by people with disabilities and at 
supporting their dignity, rights and welfare. In this regard, the Resource 
Centre for Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) within Caritas Diocesan 
Centre Iași organised a chess competition for people with disabilities at 
CRIS headquarters, Str. Vasile Lupu, no. 134 on 3rd December 2012. 
The event intended to promote sports among people with disabilities, 
to develop their potential, creative abilities, their intellectual and social 
participation.
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InteRVentIons In eMeRGenCY 
sItUAtIons 

AnD nAtURAL DIsAsteRs 

The project Interventions in emergency situations and natural disasters was founded in 2001.

Purpose
When nature unleashes through earthquakes, fires or floods, we intend to be present among 
the affected people to provide fast and efficient, material, psychological and moral support.

Objectives:
- material aid in emergency situations
- psychological counseling and medical assistance
- rehabilitation and reconstruction

Our intervention in the affected areas is outlined in three stages:
- emergency aid
- medium-term rehabilitation assistance
- long-term support for the rehabilitation and reconstruction
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Following heavy snowfall in February, several villages in 
northeastern Romania were affected,  access ways were blocked 
and people were left without supplies. The snow covered many 
villages, for some people it was impossible to reach even their 
own wood warehouses or other supplies stored during summer.

Our interventions team from Caritas Diocesan Centre Iași traveled 
to affected villages from Iași, Bacău, Neamț and Vrancea counties. 
After evaluations, we found out that the people affected were 
particularly in need of wood. For Caritas, human safety, adequate 
food, decent living conditions and hygiene are important. Thus, 
we established a donation program for wood, personal hygiene 
products and cleaning products.

Caritas Diocesan Centre Iași distributed firewood to 250 families 
(20 families from Săveni, Iaşi, 20 families from Damieneşti and 
from the Social Centre of Buruienesti) and personal hygiene 
packages in 10 villages through Caritas social Centres from: Iași, 
Săveni, Iugani, Hălăucești, Răchiteni, Oţeleni, Dămieneşti, Bacău, 
Pîrgăreşti and Siret.

Several rural schools suffered because of heavy snowfall too. Such 
an example is the school of Liteni, which sought our help after the 
roof of the primary school collapsed under the weight of 2 meters 
of snow. Caritas Iași donated the amount needed to buy sheet for 
the roof, so the children were able to continue their classes.

A family with five children from Vlădiceni, whose house burned 
during the summer, enjoys now heat and decent living conditions 
in a new house built by Caritas. The five children of the family are 
good students and their parents are hard workers and grateful to 
God for the help they received. It is also the case of a young family 
from Cârlig who worked very hard to have a home.

The 10 children of a family in Visan, which lived in unimaginable 
conditions are now safe from the cold winter and enjoy decent 
housing. Their house had no windows and the wind and snow was 
blowing from all sides, while children endured winter cold. Caritas 
repaired and equipped the house of the family of 12 people so now 
they have a safe house.
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VoLUnteeRInG

Through volunteering we promote teamwork, positive attitude towards volunteer work, and 
a practical, varied experience from the professional point of view. Thus, each person can 
gain knowledge and skills which she/he can use in life or in the future career.

Objectives
The main objective of the department is to increase significantly the social participation of 
the volunteers. 
Other objectives are: the personal and professional development of the volunteers, their 
training as persons who can participate actively, in a responsible manner to all fields, the 
monitoring and evaluation of volunteers, the organisation of events meant to promote 
volunteering by involving volunteer work, the motivation and gratification of the volunteers.
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On Friday, 16th March 2012, Caritas Diocesan Centre hosted a 
pedagogy seminar supported by a Caritas volunteer from Germany, 
Pascal Andlauer for the volunteers who wanted to engage in 
activities related to advice and instruction of children. Young 
volunteers, aged between 18 and 40 participated in this special 
event, both in order to acquire the necessary knowledge and to 
interact with those who share the same desire and confidence in 
ability do and receive good.

On 24th March 2012, Caritas Diocesan Centre was one of the 
organizers of the March for Life event, which was attended by about 
300 people. High school students, university students, members of 
associations, congregations, seminarians, priests, all responded to 
the call by the organizers to say YES to life. Demonstrators carried 
banners with pro-life messages and volunteers shared leaflets and 
flyers with passersby.

At the end of May 2012 Caritas Diocesan Centre participated in 
one of the most important events which promotes volunteering in 
Iași, Volunteer Fair - Expovoluntar 2012. Caritas Centre Iaşi had 
the opportunity to present its projects to visitors and show them 
how they can get involved in volunteering. Over 1,000 people 
visited the Volunteer Fair on Sunday, 27th May 2012.

From 1st October to 18th October 2012 Caritas Diocesan Centre 
Iaşi in partnership with the Pedagogical School Iaşi, “Voluntarii 
Normaliști” Association and “Octav Bancila”College of Arts Iași 
conducted the campaign “Get involved, too! Be a volunteer!”. 

On 27th November a training workshop on “methods of solving 
conflicts” took place. Volunteers had the opportunity to get 
acquainted with an expert in mediation who introduced them the 
world of psychology through specific teaching methods.

On the occasion of World Volunteer Day, Caritas Diocesan Centre 
Iași, celebrated on 5th December 2012 the tenth edition of the 
Volunteers Gala.
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FUnDRAIsInG ACtIVItIes

As much as we want to solve the problems of those addressing our social services, sometimes 
we face the problem of insufficient financial resources.

The goal of the fundraising department is to identify and meet human, professional, technical 
and financial resources in order to support running projects, in accordance with the mission 
and culture of Caritas.

For Caritas Diocesan Centre Iași, fundraising activities are a way of ensuring long-term 
continuity of the services provided to marginalized people from Moldova. Taking into account 
the needs and difficult living situations many of our peers, we appealed to the generosity 
of partners and companies that can bring added value through their involvement and 
consistency. 

In addition to the role of identifying the financial resources necessary to carry out various 
activities of Caritas Diocesan Centre Iași, the fundraising department also serves to raise the 
awareness and empower the local community, urging for solidarity, voluntary involvement 
in charitable activities.
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In 2012, Caritas Diocesan Centre conducted various activities to 
raise the awareness of the local and regional community on the 
exisiting needs through various fundraising campaigns, and by 
organizing charitable events.

For the eighth consecutive year, from February to May, our 
department ran the campaign to direct the income tax: “Help! Be 
Compassionate! Give 2% of your income tax to CARITAS”. Small 
gestures bring great joy to the life of those who need support, and 
over 1,000 people who have chosen to redirect the percentage of 
their income tax to Caritas helped our supporting services.

In February and March, charitable campaigns “A trinket for a smile” 
and “Exhibition of candles” took place. The events were performed 
in order to raise funds for several poor families from Iași county, 
for the Family Resource Centre and for a part of the elders who 
are offered home care.

The fourth edition of the campaign “Give a book for a smile” was 
run in order to support more than 100 children from Iași and 
surrounding areas. The funds raised from individual donors and 
companies that were involved in this action were used to help the 
children from families with social and financial issues, who remain 
out of school or drop out of school due to lack of funds for school 
supplies.

Under the slogan “By giving away you can offer!” we introduced 
the first edition of the charity campaign “Christmas Box”. With the 
support of schools in Iași and local parishes, through this campaign 
we managed to get, a smile on the faces of children in need during 
the Christmas holiday. An impressive number of children gave up 
various goods, a gesture that showed solidarity with children who 
have not felt the joy of this holiday.
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soCIAL InCLUsIon netWoRK In 
tHe LABoUR MARKet

The project is dedicated to the social inclusion in the labor market of disadvantaged groups 
and started in January 2011 by setting up 6 Social Inclusion Stations in: Onești, Suceava, 
Huși, Săbăoani, Cârța and Filiaș, as well as a Resource Centre for Social Inclusion in Iaşi.

2012 was the 2nd year of the strategic project „Network for Social Inclusion in the Labor 
Market”, in partnership with Caritas Alba Iulia Home Care and Diocesan Caritas Munster.
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The activities of the 6 stations were supported in order to include 
1061 people in the labor market.

- 232 dependent people and 218 people affected by diseases 
received care and support services in order to maintain their jobs 
or those of their family members.
- 731 people benefited from social and professional guidance and 
counseling, 574of which were directed towards training courses 
and 39 people were included in the labor market.

Participants in the training:
- 27 carpenters 
- 46 massage therapists, people with disabilities
- 236 caretakers for the elderly
- 265 caregivers for children

For better information on project activities, a press conference 
was organized in October to disseminate intermediary results 
achieved during the two years of the project. The event, which also 
included the dedication of the new headquarters of the Resource 
Centre was attended by His Excellency, Auxiliary Bishop Aurel 
Perca, representatives of Caritas Diocesan Centre Iași, and 
representatives of the two partners in the project, Mr. Ulrich and 
Mr. Thien Peter Gyorgy site. The event was joined by numerous 
representatives of other NGOs and volunteers and workers of 
Caritas Iași.

The “One Million Star” campaign, which took place on 10th 
November 2012 under the slogan: “Take one and volunteer!” 
aimed at promoting volunteering activities in the field of labor 
market inclusion of disadvantaged groups. The event was held 
simultaneously in all project locations as well as in Münster, 
Germany, and it was attended by over 1,000 people.

This year, the campaign in Iași was accompanied by a NGO fair, 
attended by numerous similar associations and aimed at promoting 
voluntary activities.
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eConoMICAL AnD FInAnCIAL 
AsPeCts

Material support in 2012

Income sources in 2012

Expenses in 2012

19%

57%

20%

3% 1%
food - 18%

clothes - 54%

construction materials, sanitary appliances  - 19%

hygienic and sanitary materials  - 3%

miscellaneous - 1%

 Beneficiaries of material support:     
 - persons in difficulty (through parishes)     
 - persons in difficulty (through various associations)     
 - educational institutions, placement centres    
 - hospitals, dispensaries, homes for the elderly    
 - churches    

8%

61%

25%

2% 4%
subsidies from the state and local budget - 8%

non-reimbursable funds - 61%

external incomes - 25%

collections from Roman catholic parishes (during 
Lent, Advent) - 2%

other internal income sources 
(sponsorships, donations, health insurance, 2%, other Caritas 
funds) - 4%

51%

8%

20%

21%
social inclusion on the labour market 
programs - 51%

social and educational programs for children 
and young people - 8%

medical and social programs for the elderly -
20%

social programs for families, disadvantaged 
persons, persons with disabilities - 21%

26



Collaborators and partners: 
România: Iași International Airport, County Agency for Employment, Iași County Agency for Social Services, 
National Agency for Community Programs in Education and Professional Training, Aiesec Iași, Alconf Iași, 
„Alaturi de Voi” Association, Iași branch, „Ecovas” Association Vaslui, „Primul Pas” Association, „St. Joseph” 
Catholic Action of Iași Diocese, Caritas Bacau Association, Caritas Bucuresti Association, Caritas Catholic 
Association Oradea, Caritas Greek Catholic Association Cluj, Caritas Greek Catholic Association Oradea, 
Caritas Greek Catholic Association Blaj, Caritas Roman Association, „St. Vincent de Paul” Charity, „Catalizator” 
Association Iași, Alcoholics Rehabilitation Association from Romania, Caritas Greek Catholic Association 
Maramures, Muscular Dystrophy Association from Romania - Iași branch, Kairos Association, Association for 
Community Relations Cluj,  Bit Defender Iași, „Buna-Vestire” House, Bacau Heath Insurance Funds, Iași Heath 
Insurance Funds, Neamț Heath Insurance Funds, Suceava Heath Insurance Funds, Vaslui Heath Insurance 
Funds, Carrefour Felicia Iași, „St. Alois Scrosoppi” Day Care Centre, HECUBA Mother and Child Residential 
Centre, „Pro Vita” Centre, „Jesus Christ’ Sacred Heart” Aid for Life Centre, Anti-Drugs Centre for Evaluation, 
Prevention and Counseling Iași, „Xaverianum” Centre for Culture and Spirituality, „Mihai Eminescu” National 
College Iași, National College of Arts „Octav Bancila” (Iași), Caritas Confederation Romania, „Daughters of Saint 
Mary of Providence” Congregation („Don Alois Guanella” project) Iași, „Sisters of Providence” Congregation, 
“Brothers of the Christian Schools” Congregation, „La Salle” Placement Centre, Congregatio Jesu, St. Dorothea 
Sisters Congregation, Roman, Bacău Local Council, Suceava Local Council,  Bacău Local Council, Local 
Gropnița Local Council, Hălăucești Local Council, Huși Local Council, Mircesti Local Council, Oteleni Local 
Council, Rachiteni Local Council, Sagna Local Council, Sabaoani Local Council, Cronica de Iași, Community 
Assistance Directorate of Iaşi, Labour and Social Protection Directorate, Supervision Office of the Iași Law 
Court, The General Directorate of Child Protection and Social Assistance (Iași), County Youth Department 
(Iași), E-ON Iași, Chisinau Roman Catholic Diocese, Iași Roman Catholic Diocese, Caritas Federation of 
Timisoara Diocese, „Casa Sperantei” Cultural Foundation (Iași), „Iosif” Foundation, Bethany Foundation, 
„Speranta Bolnavilor” Medical Foundation, Motivation Foundation România, Solidarity and Hope Foundation 
(Iași), „Omenia” Humanitarian Foundation, „Victorine Le Dieu” Foundation Oneşti, Casa „Buna-Vestire”,  World 
Vision Foundation; „Anghel Saligny” High School Iași, „Mihail Sturdza” High School Iași, Conex Group Iași, 
Iași Fun, Iași Gendarmerie Inspectorate, Petru Poni Institute Iași, Romanian Gendarmerie, „Save the Children” 
Organisation, Caritas Alba Iulia, Caritas Satu Mare, „St. Joseph” Parish (Buruienesti), „St. Therese” Parish 
(Iași), Cauesti Parish, Bârnova Townhall, Dobrovăț Townhall, Iași Townhall, Program Evaluation SRL, Buna 
Ziua Radio Station (Iași), Inter-Institutional Anti Drugs Network, Lumina Crestinului Magazine, Bacau Social 
Assistance Public Service, Emergency Hospital for Children “St. Mary” Iași, Hospital for Chronic Diseases 
Siret, Regional Radio Studio (Iași), SVP Onesti, „Ghe. I. Brătianu” School, „Gheorghe Pătrașcu” School of 
Arts and Crafts Buruienești, „B.P.Hașdeu” School Iași, „Otilia Cazimir” School Iași, „Alecu Russo” School Iaşi, 
„Dimitrie Sturdza” School (Iași), „M. Codreanu” School Iași, Nicolae Iorga” School (Iași), „Vasile Lupu” High 
School (Iași), „Ion Neculce” School Iaşi, „Vasile Conta” School Iaşi, “Veronica Micle” School, TeleM, TVR Iaşi, 

PARtneRs, CoLLABoRAtoRs, 
DonoRs AnD sPonsoRs
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“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University (Iași), the Faculty of Philosophy, Social Assistance Department; “Alexandru 
Ioan Cuza” University (Iași), the Faculty of Physical Education and Sports – the Kinesitherapy and Special 
Physiology Department, University of Arts George Enescu Iași, The Faculty of  Fine Arts, Decorative Arts and 
Design.
France: Auteuil International, Issaberri
Germany: Caritas Munster, Caritas Germany
Switzerland: Caritas Ticino, Caritas Switzerland
Italy: Caritas Diözese Bozen-Brixen

Donors and sponsors
România: Banca Comercială Română, Roman-Catholic Romanian communities from Italy, Great Britain, Ireland, 
Spain, Holtzindustrie Schweighofer company Rădăuți, Suceava County Council, Damienesti Local Council, 
Hălăucești Local Council, Husi Local Council, Mircesti Local Council, Oteleni Local Council, Rachiteni Local 
Council, Sabaoani Local Council, Decathlon Iași, E-ON Moldova, E-ON Servicii SRL, The Ministry of Labour, 
Family and Social Protection, Panifcom SRL Iași, Roman-Catholic Parishes from Iași Diocese, Doljesti Town 
Hall, Iași Town Hall, Sagna Town Hall SC Iaşisting SRL, Schenker Romtrans S.A.
Germany: Alexianer Brüdergemeinschaft Gmbh, Caritas Munster, Herr. Claus Winter, Deu.ro.pa Munster, 
Deutscher Caritasverband, Gerkens Stiftung, Katholische Kirchengemeinde Heilig Geist, Emsdetten, 
Kirchengeneide St. Marien, Emsdetten, Schützenstr.4148282 Emsdetten, Humanitäre Kinderhilfe Osteuropa 
e.V.Bönen, „St. Joseph” Parish, Münster,  Pr. Franz Lutum, Stiftung „Caritas Bistum Iași”- Schermbech, 
Renovabis, Rumanienhilfe Altendiez E.V., Osteuropahilfe Triumph des Herzens, Einsiedeln.
Austria: Caritas Austria, Freiwilligengruppe aus Wells, Selbstbesteuerungsgruppe der Emmausfreunde St. 
Pölten.
Italy: Aktiv Hilfe für Kinder Bolzano, Brescia, „Chiese dell’est” Onlus San Paolo, Caritas Ambroziana, „Aiutare 
i Bambini” Onlus Foundation, Oratorio salesiano Samber Brescia, Grevo and Cedegolo parishes.
Ireland: Hope International Association
Switzerland:  Caritas Switzerland, Caritas Ticino
France:  Auteuil International, Secours Catolique Ardenne 
U.S.A.: Caritas Canton
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ContACt DAtA

„St. Joseph” Placement Centre
Address: Iași, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

Family Resource Centre
Address: Iași, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax:004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

The Development and Fundraising Office
Address: Iași, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax:004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro 

Home Care Program
1. Home Care Centre Iași, Sărărie 134, tel.: 0232 210 085
2. Home Care Centre Roman, Grivitei no.1, Roman, Neamt 
county, phone: 004-0233-742365
3. Home Care Centre Bacau, Petru Rares, bl.9, sc.B, ap.1, 
Bacau, phone/fax: 004-0234-545289
4. Home Care Centre Husi, Corni no.25, Husi, Vaslui coun-
ty, phone/fax: 004-0235-481466
5. Home Care Centre Iugani, Iugani, Mircesti commune, 
Iași county, phone: 004-0232-718654
6. Home Care Centre Rachiteni, Rachiteni commune, Iași, 
phone: 004-0232-718654
7. Home Care Centre Onesti, Pr. Eduard Sechel no. 3, 
Onesti, Bacau county, phone: 004-0234-313121
8. Home Care Centre Suceava, T.Vladimirescu no. 14, 
Suceava, phone/fax: 004-230-530022
9. Home Care Centre Sagna, Sagna commune, Neamt 
county, phone: 004-233-766566
10. Home Care Centre Saveni, Gropnita commune, Iași 
county, phone: 004-0232-414190
11. Home Care Centre Hălăucești, Hălăucești commune, 
Iași county, phone: 0232 718 654
12. Home Care Centre Sabaoani, Sabaoani commune, 
Neamt county, phone: 0233 735 575
13. Home Care Centre Oteleni, Oteleni commune, Iași 
county, phone: 0232 730 353
14. Home Care Centre Damienesti, Damienesti commune, 
Bacau county, phone: 0234 222 510
15. Home Care Centre Siret, Castanilor no. 5 E, Suceava, 
phone: 0230 281 078

16. Home Care Centre Pârgaresti, Pârgaresti commune, 
Bacau county, phone/fax: 0234 313 121, E-mail: contact@
caritas-iasi.ro

„Don Bosco” Resource Centre for Children and Young 
People Iași
Address: Iași, Oltea Doamna no. 3
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

„Don Bosco” Resource Centre for Children and Young 
People Buruienesti
Address: Bisericii St., Buruienesti, Doljesti commune, 
Neamt county
Phone: 004-233-780884
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

Resource Centre for Persons with Disabilities
Address: Iaşi, str. Sărăriei nr. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-232-210085 
Fax:004-232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

Centre for Social and Professional Insertion of Young 
People in Difficulty 
Address: Iași, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

Anti Drug Office 
Address: Iași, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

Emergencies and Natural Disasters Intervention Pro-
gram
Address: Iași, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax:004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

Volunteer Department
Address: Iași, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax:004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

Address: Iași, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
Web site: www.caritas-iasi.ro
Unique Taxpayer Reference: 4488681
Bank: BRD Iași Branch, Anastasie Panu 1B-2°
Swift (BIC): BRDEROBU
Bank account lei: RO36BRDE240SV08119112400
Bank account Euro: RO94BRDE240SV06888962400
Bank account lei: RO09 RNCB 0175 0336 1918 0001, at BCR Iaşi
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CARItAs AssoCIAtIon BACĂU
Calea Moldovei, no. 9, 600352 - Bacău

Tel/Fax: 0234.581.661
E-mail: caritasbc@yahoo.com

www.voluntariat-caritas.blogspot.com
www.caritasbacau.ro

Bank account: RO92RNCB002603090969001 
at Banca Comercială Română, Bacău branch

Who we are?
Caritas Bacau Association was set up in 1996 through its first project - Mini Rest Home for 
the Elderly - and its mission is to restore human dignity of persons in a difficult moment of 
life, to bring hope, joy and faith to the weak and helpless persons. Thus we offer support 
to the homeless, elderly, disabled people, youth and children and other vulnerable groups 
that require our support.

What we do?
We:
• identify persons in difficult situations; 
• register and evaluate the requests from solicitants;
• set measures according to the identified needs; 
• monitor the beneficiaries;
• implement funding projects for the provided services;
• co-operate with other social institutions.
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Projects of Caritas Bacău Association

Assisted living facilities for the elderly - is the first project of our 
association, was started in 1996 and aims to improve quality of life 
of homeless elderly in Bacau County. The activities in the project 
include: the assessment of the elderly’s needs, individualized 
support services, social and leisure activities, empowerment of 
the elderly and weekly support groups. All the activities in the 
house aim to provide the 12 beneficiaries of the project, conditions 
as close to family environment as possible, to turn it into a place 
where everyone can feel useful and fulfilled. In 2012, the “Assisted 
living facilities for the elderly” were financed by the Bacau County 
Council for three months.

Caritas Social Assistance Office - was set up in 1998 in order to 
reduce the number of poor families in Bacau and to improve the 
quality of their life by providing specific services for disadvantaged 
categories of people. The main activities of the project for the 80 
beneficiaries registered in 2012, consisted of providing emotional 
support, counseling, information and effective support in emergency 
situations. Examples of such counseling and support activities are: 
Support Group for Mothers and Support Group for Disadvantaged 
Persons, constantly attended by 15 beneficiaries.
In 2012, „Caritas Social Assistance Office” received funding from 
the Local Council Bacau for seven months.

The Centre for Spirituality and Spa „Fericitul Ieremia Valahul” 
located in Sarata Băi, 10 km away from Bacau, under the care 
of Caritas Bacau Association, offers all people and especially the 
poor, various treatments for a variety of rheumatic diseases. The 
centre benefits from professional staff and provides quality services 
to ensure access to expert medical services for as many categories 
of persons as possible, without discrimination.

31



Caritas Bacau Dental Office - is equipped with high performance 
instruments and a dentist offers specific services to various social 
cases recorded in our association. In 2012, over 1,000 people 
received treatment in this office.

Spiritual Care for Bacau Prison – the religious assistance carried out 
in collaboration with the Roman-Catholic Parish „Fericitul Ieremia 
Valahul” from Bacău, is addressed to all inmates of Bacau prison, 
who require it, and consists of individual service: confession, prayer 
and conferences. This activity adds to the efforts of the Catholic 
Church to care for all the prisons in Romania, aiming at the social 
reintegration of persons in execution of prison sentences and at 
the moral change of their behavior in a positive way.

Caritas Bacau Volunteer Department - was set up in the European 
Year of Volunteering - 2011 - in order to offer the community our 
service experience over the years. Although we did not have a 
very well organized structure, we have been working with many 
volunteers, therefore we intended to strengthen the belief that 
volunteering is a viable resource for the sustainable development 
of the community. The projects created and run by this department 
are entirely based on voluntary service and are addressed to 
young people and children from families with limited financial 
possibilities (like accompanying school projects, campaigns for 
gathering goods and campaigns to combat discrimination against 
people with disabilities).

„Hope for the Future” is a program sponsored and fully supported 
by the Foundation Hope for the Future, U.K., which offers support 
to three families in Bacau. They receive financial aid which they 
use according to their needs

The „Wings to Freedom” campaign - started in 2009, occurs 
on 1st June each year and aims to promote all children’s rights 
and equal opportunities. The campaign was first set up by the 
Office of Support & Advice for Disabled Persons within Caritas 
Bacau Association, then taken over by Caritas Social Office and 
it consists of flying as many kites as possible to symbolize the 
desire of children to be treated equally, to be free to play, to live 
their childhood, to receive affection and protection from the adults. 
Therefore, through this campaign we try to be among the first who 
leave behind prejudices and play for several hours with the children 
on 1st June and in the same time we raise the awareness of the 
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community towards the rights of children to live their childhood 
without borders or discrimination. The yearly average number of 
beneficiaries of this campaign is 200 children and adults.

„A Million Stars” campaign was lit in 2012 too, in the Centre 
of Bacau for the second consecutive year. Approximately 200 
people participating to the event were invited to support with 
a small gesture the work of Caritas Bacau for the people in 
need. The event was organized by the Social Assistance Office 
team, and was supported by the Home Care Centre, Volunteer 
Department and the City Hall of Bacau. The approximately 250 
candles were lit on Saturday, 10th November 2012, at 5:00 p.m., 
in the market Tricolorului of Bacau, and it was a good time for us 
to promote human solidarity and volunteering, but also a time to 
build confidence that the work performed in the service of charity 
never remains unanswered, especially that small gestures made 
together can bring great benefits to the people in need.
 
ONGFest Bacau - the biggest event of the Romanian civil society, 
a promoter of philanthropic and voluntary behavior and public 
participation, but also an opportunity for NGOs to bring the non-
governmental organizations to the attention of citizens and the 
general public was organized by The Civil Society Development 
Foundation (CSDF) Bucharest. It was an extraordinary opportunity 
for Caritas Bacau to be present and visible among other NGOs in 
Bacau for three days (16th to 18th September 2012). During the 
three days, the Volunteer Department successfully represented 
the association and attended conferences, seminars, an NGO Fair 
and an artistic program within it. Moreover, in the presentation tent, 
more than 100 children and adolescents participated in various 
workshops on handmade objects, clay modeling and origami, while 
their parents were informed about the projects of the association 
and were handed over 200 leaflets.

The Senior Day - was celebrated as every year on 1st October 
2012, on the occasion of St. Therese of the Child Jesus feast in St. 
Jeremy parish in Bacau. During the liturgy of 6:00 p.m., celebrated 
together with all beneficiaries of Caritas Bacau Association, adults 
and elderly people gathered in communion in front of the holy altar, 
in order to give a special significance to the International Day of 
the Elderly. Caritas Bacau Association helped the elderly to come 
to church and invited them on this special occasion, to a festive 
dinner after the Divine Liturgy. During this dinner the elderly had 
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the opportunity to share each other’s experiences and emotional 
recollections. The volunteers involved in our social projects played 
an important role in the event and gave each person an icon and a 
flower as a token of appreciation and permanent support for their 
needs. We thank all those who attended the feast, the priests of St. 
Jeremy parish for hosting us and God for this beautiful opportunity 
to show appreciation to the elderly, who are for us a resource and 
not a burden.

„Santa Claus, I want to grow healthy” was a campaign conducted 
by Caritas, in partnership with Bacau County Hospital in December 
2011. It consisted of donations of medicines, medical products, 
personal hygiene supplies and other basic necessities and non-
perishable food for children and families in need, in localities 
with a low social and economic level in Bacau County. Moreover, 
besides these donations Bacau Caritas also provided info leaflets 
on hygiene and the prevention of disease. The aim of this campaign 
was the prevention and control of specific diseases of children in 
rural areas. This campaign reached a total of 500 beneficiaries 
from Bacau County.

The Christmas packs campaign conducted for the second 
consecutive year in December 2012, in collaboration with the 
humanitarian organization Round Table from Germany offered gifts 
from Santa Claus and Saint Nicholas to more than 5,000 children 
from villages with a low social and economic level from Bacau 
county and to children hospitalized in the Pediatrics Department 
of Bacau County Hospital.
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CARITAS ROMAN ASSOCIATION
Caritas Roman Association

Str. Griviței no. 1 – 3, Roman, 611104
Phone/ Fax: 0040-233-742220; Mobil: 0729 292 848

E-mail: caritasroman@clicknet.ro
U.T.R.: 13389814

Bank account B.C.R. LEI: 2511.A01.0.332106.0198ROL.1
IBAN: RO56RNCB0198003321.060001

Bank account B.C.R. EURO: 2511.A01.0.3321.06.0918.EUR.3
IBAN: RO02RNCB0198003321.060003

Projects in 2012

Caritas pharmacy, the medical and dental office represent a main attraction of our organization. 
Their work is known locally and trusted by all those seeking such services. In the medical 
centre, tens of examinations are conducted weekly. The pharmacy continued to release 
thousands of recipes thanks to our partners abroad, and the dental office provides advice 
and treatment for special social cases.

We also have a good cooperation with the health institutions of Roman, as well as with the 
Municipal Emergency Hospital, to which we donate medicine, medical supplies, blankets 
and mattresses.
By collaborating with external partners we sought to help medical cases requiring special 
operations and treatments in clinics abroad. Our help was to facilitate the necessary 
transportation documents, the link between Romanian and foreign doctors, mediating for 
the Health Insurance Agency Neamt.
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Caritas Maternity Centre
The objectives of the project are: to prevent abandonment of 
newborns, to protect life in all its stages starting with conception, 
anti-abortion actions, resumption of family relationships, social 
integration, learning and empowering mothers with household 
activities and by discovering maternal instincts.
Beneficiaries of the project are:
- young pregnant women rejected by their families, who plan to 
have an abortion;
- mothers with newborn children, who intent to abandon them 
(generally single mothers, underage mothers, mothers from 
marginalized, poor families, raised in an orphanage, etc.);
- parent-child couples at risk of degradation / disruption of family 
relationship;
- mothers with children who are temporarily homeless, experiencing 
financial professional, relational problems, unable to provide 
children decent living conditions.

The hosting period varied according to case complexity from 1 
week to several months and for special cases even 1 year.
The project aims to provide housing for each couple for an average 
period of 6 months, while the mother integrates again in society and 
is able to handle the situation by herself or assisted by her family.
The Centre offers counseling also to individuals that do not require 
hosting. Thus, during these years, young pregnant mothers 
panning to abort or abandon the children in maternity hospitals or 
placement Centres were counseled.

Given the growing number of requests for accommodation and 
counseling, especially during the cold season, but also when 
these mothers move to another stage of formation, we initiated 
the building of 3 annex houses behind the maternal Centre, two 
of them are connected and one is built separately, resulting in two 
modules.

We have created three new spaces that offer the possibility for the 
mothers to figure out how decent housing for families should be 
organized. Thus all mothers who pass through maternal Centre 
can experience the atmosphere of a family area before leaving 
the Centre.
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The Gym and Rehabilitation Centre 
The Physiotherapy Office: 
The gym and rehabilitation centre is attended by around 70 
patients, 400 sessions per month. The beneficiaries have 
different diagnoses, such as lumbar sciatica, herniated disc, 
rickets sequelae, deviation of the spine, musculoskeletal injuries, 
neurological illnesses, etc. Two kinesitherapists provide massage 
and medical gymnastics services in this centre.

This year the area which hosts the gym was expanded, upgraded 
and equipped with new equipment, thanks to external finance. 
Thus, by extension, repartitioning and modern equipment, the 
services will expand and we hope that in the near future we could 
achieve a service contract with the Health Agency Neamt.

The new equipment will be enjoyed also by the patients of the 
physiotherapy office. The same funding source served also 
for buying new magnetic equipment. The office is served by a 
balneo-physiotherapy doctor and a nurse and provides treatment 
to combat bone pain.

Social Assistance Office
Through this project we support individuals and families in need. 
Beneficiaries are found among poor families with many children 
and unemployed parents, sick children who require financial aid 
for operations and treatments, etc.

The accreditation title for this project is: Social and support for the 
elderly and families in need.
This year we continued to support such cases either through 
financial aid for connecting houses to the electricity network or by 
raising new houses.

In collaboration with the Home Care Centre we offer food packages 
at Easter and Christmas time. We also organize monthly meetings 
with seniors and occasional socializing meetings with children 
registered in health and social programs.
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Home for the elderly
A beautiful old age and a good biological and psychological 
condition, a life lived with dignity and serenity is the desire of every 
person who reaches this period of life.
This is also the main concern of Gherăeşti Home for the elderly 
within Roman Caritas project. It aims to offer support and care 
for the elderly, to aid and accompany them in crossing the most 
difficult stage of life.

“Honor the old” reminds us in the book of Leviticus Chapter 19, 
v. 32. The respect for the elders in Scripture is the basis of the 
Law: “Stand up in front of one who has white hair ... and fear the 
Lord” today as in the past we are touched by the Old Testament 
words. The support and recognition of the elders in the family and 
in society is a supreme duty and the Church gives it great value, 
because through their suffering and prayer, the elderly contribute in 
a mysterious way to the spiritual capital of the Christian community.

A typical day of the elderly hosted here follows a timetable that 
includes three meals, recreational or rehabilitation activities. 
On Sundays or during holidays seniors and service personnel 
participate to the Divine Liturgy. Also, through collaboration with 
the Catholic parish and Orthodox Parish in Gherăeşti, spiritual 
care of these people is ensured.

A festive moment was the World Day of Seniors, on Tuesday, 2nd 
October, 2012. Seniors enjoyed the visit of fourth-grade students 
from elementary school in Gherăeşti who prepared for them the 
artistic program “He who does not have a senior, should buy one”.

Children filled with joy the festive atmosphere with songs, poems 
and dance, and comforted, brought a ray of hope by their gestures, 
smiles and flowers offered with love, to each of the seniors.

The home for elderly in Gherăeşti has a capacity of 26 places, is 
serviced by qualified personnel consisting of a doctor, a nurse, 
a social worker, elderly caretakers and cooks. The management 
is ensured in collaboration with the Congregation of the Little 
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Servants of Christ the King by three sisters: sister Ines, sister 
Louise, sister Gabriela whom we thank on this occasion.

Caritas Social Canteen
Purpose: to increase the standard of living for people in need from 
Roman city by offering them a daily hot meal.
Objectives: to ensure daily hot meals for 40 people with a low 
standard of living of the Roman city, in order to improve their 
present situation.

Beneficiaries:
The direct beneficiaries of the social canteen will be 40 people 
in disadvantaged situations, unable to purchase or prepare their 
daily food:
- single elderly who cannot provide the daily food for financial 
reasons;
- disadvantaged elderly without caregivers, with medical problems 
who need special care and are unable to move;
- poor families who live a subsistence life.

The project is conducted in partnership with Roman City Council 
which provides the bread for each assisted person. The food 
is distributed from Monday to Friday at the residence of these 
persons.

“A Million Stars” action at its third edition
Caritas Roman Association in cooperation with the Roman Catholic 
Parish “St. Therese of the Child Jesus” organised the third local 
edition of the event “A Million Stars” on Saturday, 10th November 
2012, at 5:00 p.m.

This year’s edition took place in front of the Church “Saint Therese 
of the Child Jesus,” the oldest Roman Catholic church in town. This 
church has a special meaning for many Catholics from Roman, 
for various reasons related to the holy sacraments received here 
from their childhood, many hours of catechesis and holy liturgy, 
which is why it was considered an important objective of the city 
and worthy to host this event.
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Those present, including the mayor of Roman, believers, young 
children, Catholic priests from Roman parishes were invited to light 
a candle and look at the sky, even if the candles were placed at 
their feet. It is up to each participant as having revived the fallen 
stars, shot down by loneliness, illness and deprivation to pick them 
up and place them where they belong, in the sky above, which 
gives them dignity of sons and daughters of God.

Volunteers Gala
The Franciscan Institute from Roman hosted on Wednesday, 
5th December 2012, Volunteers Gala from Roman. The event, 
designed to mark the World Volunteer Day and to honor the 
volunteers involved in the local community, was organized by the 
Initiative Group for Volunteering, a body without legal personality, 
which aimed at providing a non-formal framework to implement 
practical projects with and for volunteers.

Among the associations which honored their volunteers was also 
Caritas Roman, which publicly thanked dr. Hazi Rodica, Mrs. 
Mariana Sofronie and sister Ines for their volunteer work.
On this occasion, the association participated in a recruitment fair 
for volunteers and provided items that were auctioned to support 
a special social case.
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